


































Représentative Recordings 


1922 


Représentative Recordings 


CoA-3778 Porcelain Maid/Lady of 


Vi18922 




Vi 19026 When the Leaves Corne CoA-3729 Hawaiian Blues/Four 
Tumbling Down/You Know You O’clock Blues 



Co A-3590 Every Day/Rosy Posy 
Vi 18891 Some Sunny Day/Rosy Posy 

Vi 18899 Stumbling/Georgia 
Vi 18946 Chicago/Early in the Morn- 
ing Blues (the virginians) 

Vi 18983 Crinoline Days/Pack Up 
Your Sins 

Vi 18985 When Hearts Are Young/ 
Journey’s End 

Vi 19016 Lady of the Evening/Fate 
Vi 19019 Wonderful One/Underneath 
the Mellow Moon 

Vi 19030 ’Way Down Yonder in New 
Orleans/Dearest 


Vo 14473 One Night in June/Lost 


Ge 4856 My Honey’s Lovin’ Arms/ 
tanic Blues 

Ge 4869 Black-Eyed Blues/Mus 
Ge 4886 Hopeless Blues/Loneso 


OK 4738 Toddlin’ Blues/Some of 
These Days 
ORIGINAL MEMPHIS FIVE 

Ba 1062 Don’t Pan Me When Pm 

You Off”^y Mind AWay ^ 

Ba 1082 Buzz Mirandy/Deedle Deedle 

Para 20161 Struttin’ at the Strutters’ 
Ball/I Wish I Could Shiramy Like 

OK 4630 Lonesome Marna Blues/New 
Orléans 

OK 4670 Got to Cool My Doggies 
Now/You Can Hâve Him 
OK 4689 That Da Da Strain/Wish 
That I Could But I Can’t 


bailey’s lucky seven 
Ge 4831 My Mammy Knows/On the 
’Gin ’Gin ’Ginny Shore 
Ge 4857 Poor Little Me/Don’t Leave 

Ge 5004 Bees’ Knees/Where the Bam- 
boo Babies Grow 

Br 2292 Hot Lips/State Street Blues 





Blues 

Co A-3653 Rules and Regulations/He 


May Be Your Man 

Co A-3746 Evil Blues/Pensacola Blues 
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Coon-Sanders Original Nighthawk Orchestra 


From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 

Coon-Sanders Original Nighthawk Orchestra was the first Kansas City jazz band to achieve 
national récognition, which it acquired through national radio broadcasts. It was founded in 1919, as 
the Coon-Sanders Novelty Orchestra, by drummer Carleton Coon and pianist Joe Sanders. 

Coon was bom in Rochester, Minnesota in 1893 and his family moved to Lexington, Missouri 
shortly after his birth. Sanders was bom in Kansas in 1896. Sanders was known as "The Old Lefït 
Hander" because of his skills at baseball. He gave the game up in the early 1920s to make dance 
music his career. 


The orchestra began broadcasting in 1922 on clear channel station WD AF, which could be received 
throughout the United States. They were broadcast in performance at the Muehlebach Hôtel in 
Kansas City. They took the name Nighthawks because they broadcast late at night (11:30pm to 
l:00am). By 1924 their fan club had 37,000 members. Fans were encouraged to send in requests for 
songs by letter, téléphoné or telegram. That move became so popular that Western Union set up a 
ticker tape between Sanders' piano and Coon's drums so the telegrams could be acknowledged 
during the broadcasts. Their song "Nighthawk Blues" includes the Unes: "Tune right in on the 
radio/Grab a telegram and say 'Hello'." 

The group left Kansas City for the first time in 1924 for a three-month engagement in a roadhouse in 
Chicago. The orchestra moved to Chicago the same year, where Jules Stein used the profits from a 
tour he booked for them to establish the Music Corporation of America, with the orchestra as its first 
client. The orchestra moved into the Blackhawk Hôtel in Chicago in 1926. The members of the 
Orchestra at that time were Joe Richolson and Bob Pope, trumpets; Rex Downing, trombone; Harold 
Thiell, Joe Thiell and Floyd Estep, saxophones; Joe Sanders, piano; Russ Stout, banjo and guitar; 
"Pop" Estep, tuba; Carleton Coon, drums. In the following years, the Nighthawks performed at the 
Blackhawk every winter, doing remote broadcasts over radio station WGN. Their réputation spread 
coast-to-coast through these broadcasts and the many records they made for Victor. They undertook 
very successful road tours. 

The orchestra later moved to New York City for an 11-month broadcast engagement at the Hôtel 
New Yorker arranged by William S. Paley, who needed a star attraction to induce radio stations to 
join the Columbia Broadcasting System. 

At their peak, each member of the Orchestra owned identical Cord Automobiles, each in a different 
color with the name of the Orchestra and the owner embossed on the rear. The Orchestra's popularity 
showed no signs of abating and their contract with MCA had another 15 years to run in the spring of 
1932 when Carleton Coon came down with a jaw infection and died, on May 4. 


Joe Sanders attempted to keep the organization going; however, without Coon, the public did not 
support them. In 1935, he formed his own group and played until the early 1940s when he became a 
part time orchestra leader and studio musician. In his later years he suffered from failing eyesight 
and other health problems. He died in 1965 after suffering a stroke. q * 


The Kansas City Public Library acquired the scrapbooks and other memorabilia collected and 
prepared by Joe Sanders and the information is available to researchers. 


(b ’ 




The Coon Sanders Nighthawks Fans' Bash is held annually on the weekend following Mothers' Day 
in Huntington, West Virginia to remember the great contributions to music made by ail the members 
of the Coon Sanders Nighthawks Orchestra and to play and enjoy the great music of the era. This 
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event has been held annually for 39 years. Over the years, such musical notables as Curt Hitch, Bill 
Rank, Earl Roberts, Doc Ryker, Paul Oconnor, Mike Walbridge, Bob Neighbor, Frank Powers, Bob 
Lefever, Johnny Haynes, Jimmy and Carrie Mazzy, Moe Klippert, Clyde Austin, Nocky Parker, Fred 
Woodaman and Spiegle Willcox hâve attended the eventJ 1] 
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■ Club Kaycee: "Nighthawk 
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